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[image: image2.png]A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS
On behalf of all Marines, it is my distinet privilege to welcome you to the 20th annual

Marine Corps Engineer Association reunion. Your commitment to making this event a success
is testament 10 your dedication and fidelity. O this special evening, I offer my personal
congratulations 10 all award recipients, the outstanding individual Marine Corps engineers and
Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) technicians and the exceptional Marine Corps and Naval
Construction Force organizations. You should all be extremely proud of this deserving
recognition.

Our Corps” illustrious history is rich with the exploits of engineers who have been an
operational force in our sea service since 1942, In every clime and place, from freezing Arctic
regions and rugged mountain environments to sweltering jungles and scorching deserts, Marine
Corps engineers, EOD technicians and Seabees have repeatedly answered our Nation’s call. Our
legendary heritage is a function of not only our traditions and esprit de corps, but also the skill,
intelligence and determination of our engineers who helped lay the foundation of victory.

On this occasion, you should reflect on the storied history of our Corps and especially
your engineer and Seabee units. It is also fitting to pause and remember those who have gone
before you, particularly those who have made the ultimate sacrifice in defense of our Nation's
freedoms. Despite dramatic changes in the world, the Marine Corps will continue to depend on
the vital support that its engineers, EOD technicians and Seabees provide. Enjoy the
camaraderie and have a memorable reunion.

Semper Fidelis,

S. Marine Corps





A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION   

Welcome one and all to the 20th reunion of our Association!

We come together to enjoy the friendships developed over the years in many climes and places, and to honor the Best of the Best, Marine Corps Engineers, EOD, and our Marine/Navy team of outstanding Seabee’s.  We also recognize engineer units in addition to the individuals, many who are able to be with us at this reunion.  The selection process is a tough one.  Those who are with us today, as representatives of their fields and their units, are truly exceptional in every respect.

We pause to remember and acknowledge all Marines who have given that “last full measure of devotion” for our country.  Marines who serve their country on the current field of battle and those who served in different times and places some time ago.  Their families, loved ones, and we mourn their loss but always remember them and honor their sacrifice. 

Last year I spoke of establishing a monument on the grounds of the National Museum of the Marine Corps. Many who attended our reunion two years ago will remember what a great site that is.  The design is being reviewed by the Executive Committee.  Col Steve Heesacker, initially point man for the project, passed the torch because of other obligations.  Col Jim Marapoti has taken up this challenge and is moving the project forward. 

As a new comer to this office, I found that your Association officers were more than willing to advise and assist in helping me get my feet on the ground.  As I noted last year, “many hands make light work” and that is certainly the byword for our Association.  What are the goals of your Executive Committee in serving our Association?  They are simple: We serve you, the members.  Our Associate Directors play a key role in that activity and facilitate our communication and service to you.  There are many areas where members can assist, so don’t be surprised if you are contacted to volunteer some of your time and talent for the benefit of our organization.

Please take time to enjoy the many activities here at Branson.  If there is anything we can do to make your time more pleasant, please let me or others know.

God bless our Corps and God bless our Engineers!

James (Jim) Murphy

	[image: image3.png]



	Brigadier General Edward D. Banta

Commanding General, 2d Marine Logistics Group
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Brigadier General Banta was raised in California and Connecticut before graduating from Colgate University in 1986. Commissioned through the Officer Candidate Course program in December 1986, he attended The Basic School and Combat Engineer Officer Course prior to reporting for duty with 9th Engineer Support Battalion on Okinawa, Japan. From October 1987 through October 1988, he served as a Platoon Commander, Executive Officer, and Commanding Officer of Bridge Company. 

Reassigned in November 1988 to the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center in Twentynine Palms, California, BGen Banta served as the Combat Engineer Representative with the Combined Arms Exercise Program’s Tactical Exercise Evaluation Control Group. From August 1990 through March 1991, he deployed to Saudi Arabia and Kuwait for Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM, serving with 3rd Light Armored Infantry Battalion and the I Marine Expeditionary Force Commanding General’s jump command post. 

In July 1992, BGen Banta reported to the Army Engineer Officer Advanced Course in Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. Upon graduation he was assigned to 1st Combat Engineer Battalion, 1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, California, serving as Battalion Operations Officer and Commanding Officer, C Company from February 1993 through May 1996. 

From July 1996 through December 1997, BGen Banta attended the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California, where he received a Master of Science degree in Systems Management. Upon graduation he was reassigned to the Programs and Resources Department, Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps in Washington, DC, where he served as a program analyst until August 2000. 

In September 2000, BGen Banta reported to Marine Wing Support Group 17 (MWSG-17), 1st Marine Aircraft Wing and assumed duties as the Group Operations Officer through June 2003. Reassigned to 3d Marine Aircraft Wing in San Diego, California, he commanded Marine Wing Support Squadron 373 (MWSS-373) from July 2003 through May 2005. During this period he deployed with MWSS-373 to Iraq for Operation IRAQI FREEDOM II. Upon completion of his command tour, he attended the Industrial College of the Armed Forces in Washington, DC, and was subsequently assigned as a force structure analyst with the Force Structure, Resources and Assessment Directorate (J8) on the Joint Staff. 

BGen Banta returned to Okinawa to command MWSG-17 from July 2008 to June 2010 followed by serving as the Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations for 3d Marine Logistics Group. In April 2011 he returned to Washington to assume his duties as Military Assistant to the Secretary of the Navy. In August of 2012 he assumed his current duties as 2d MLG Commanding General. 

BGen Banta’s personal decorations include the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Marine Corps Commendation Medal, and the Navy Marine Corps Achievement Medal. 

2012 AWARD RECIPIENTS

COMBAT ENGINEER OFFICER    
1STLT MAX R. WINELAND


2D CEB

COMBAT ENGINEER SNCO       
SSGT MICHAEL S. SHOPTAW

2D CEB 

COMBAT ENGINEER NCO        
SGT ZACHARY T. STANGLE

1ST CEB 

COMBAT ENGINEER             
LCPL ALEXANDER A. MICCICHE   
2D CEB 

ENGR EQUIPMENT OFFICER        CWO3 JUSTIN D. YOUNG


6TH ESB

ENGR EQUIPMENT SNCO              GYSGT ARCHIE G. BRIDGES

7TH ESB

ENGR EQUIPMENT NCO                SGT RANDALL S. MILLER


3RD CEB

ENGR EQUIPMENT MARINE        LCPL RYAN A. BARTON


6TH ESB

UTILITIES OFFICER                       CWO3 CHRISTIAN C. GONZALES

1ST CEB

UTILITIES SNCO                              GYSGT WYATT S. ROBERTSON

7TH ESB

UTILITIES NCO                                SGT JONATHAN J. BARRIGA


2D CEB

UTILITIES MARINE                        CPL KERRY-ANN S. GOODEN       
            9TH COMM BN

BULK FUEL OFFICER                    CWO3 RICHARD L. CORDES

            7TH ESB

BULK FUEL SNCO                           SSGT JOSEPH S. SIGGINS


9TH ESB

BULK FUEL NCO                             SGT ROBERT A. HEGMANN


9TH ESB

BULK FUEL MARINE                      LCPL NATHANIEL W. LANGE

6TH ESB

EOD OFFICER                                  WO JEFFREY T. JONES II


MWSS 371

SSGT WILLIAM CALLAHAN MEMORIAL EOD TECHNICIAN


                               SSGT CHRISTOPHER P. LUKAS


8TH ESB

COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION           

2D CEB 

ENGINEER SPT BATTALION           

9TH ESB 

MWSS ENGINEER COMPANY    


MWSS 272 

NAVAL CONSTRUCTION FORCE UNIT

NMCB 4 
The MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE
COMBAT ENGINEER OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

FIRST LIEUTENANT MAX WINELAND
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT WHILE SERVING AS PLATOON COMMANDER, 2D PLATOON, COMPANY A, 2D COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION, 2D MARINE DIVISION FROM APRIL 2011 TO MARCH 2012.  DURING OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 11.1, FIRST LIEUTENANT WINELAND LED HIS ENGINEER PLATOON IN SANGIN, AFGHANISTAN, ONE OF THE MOST DANGEROUS AND AUSTERE ENVIRONMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN.  DESPITE SUSTAINING MORE THAN THIRTY PERCENT CASUALTIES, FIRST LIEUTENANT WINELAND LED HIS PLATOON IN THE DETECTION OF 640 IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE DEVICES, MORE THAN ANY OTHER ENGINEER PLATOON IN THE DIVISION. DEMONSTRATING HIS CHARACTERISTIC RESOURCEFULNESS, FIRST LIEUTENANT WINELAND LEVERAGED EXTERNAL ENGINEER SUPPORT IN ORDER TO COMPLETE DOZENS OF CRITICAL SURVIVABILITY, COUNTERMOBILITY, AND QUALITY OF LIFE MISSIONS.  WORKING CLOSELY WITH HIS BATTALION INTELLIGENCE OFFICER, FIRST LIEUTENANT WINELAND ALSO DEVELOPED AN ENEMY SITUATION TEMPLATE AND SUCCESSFULLY PREDICTED THE LOCATION OF THREE SEPARATE IED GROUPS.  FIRST LIUETENANT WINELAND PLANNED, COORDINATED, AND LED THREE OBSTACLE CLEARING DETTACHMENTS IN ORDER TO CREATE LANES THROUGH THESE IED GROUPS IN SUPPORT OF FRIENDLY FORCES DURING BOTH KINETIC AND SUSTAINED SECURITY OPERATIONS.  FIRST LIUETENANT WINELAND’S EFFORTS CONTRIBUTED DIRECTLY TO THE SUCCESS OF NOT ONLY HIS PLATOON, BUT TO THAT OF HIS SUPPORTED INFANTRY BATTALION AS A WHOLE. FIRST LIEUTENANT WINELAND’S INITIATIVE, PERSEVERANCE, AND TOTAL DEDICATION TO DUTY REFLECTED CREDIT UPON HIM AND UPHELD THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.
The MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

COMBAT ENGINEER STAFF NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

STAFF SERGEANT SCOTT SHOPTAW
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT IN THE SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE OF HIS DUTIES WHILE SERVING AS PLATOON SERGEANT, 1ST PLATOON, ALPHA COMPANY, 2D COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION, 2D MARINE DIVISION FROM APRIL 2011 TO MARCH 2012 IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM. DURING THIS PERIOD, STAFF SERGEANT SHOPTAW DISPLAYED OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AND UNMATCHED PROFICIENCY AS HE LED, TRAINED, AND MENTORED THE MEN OF HIS PLATOON. DURING COMBAT OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM, HE WORKED CLOSELY WITH HIS PLATOON COMMANDER TO PLAN AND CONSTRUCT 10 PATROL BASES AND OBSERVATION POSTS THROUGHOUT OPERATIONS BOX BURMA AND THE ASSESSMENT AND SURVIVABILITY ENHANCEMENT TO AN ADDITIONAL 30 POSITIONS. STAFF SERGEANT SHOPTAW ALSO LED HIS MARINES IN THE EXPLOSIVE REDUCTION OF SIX ENEMY COMPOUNDS, DENYING THE ENEMY ACCESS TO KEY LOGISTICAL AND PLANNING HUBS.  IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING HIS PLATOON’S REDEPLOYMENT, STAFF SERGEANT SHOPTAW WAS HAND-SELECTED TO SERVE AS THE LEAD INSTRUCTOR FOR AN INTERNAL BATTALION CORPORALS COURSE. WORKING CLOSELY WITH THE COURSE CHIEF, STAFF SERGEANT SHOPTAW WORKED TIRELESSLY TO DEVELOP THE OVERALL COURSE STRUCTURE, DRAFT ALL ASSOCIATED COURSEWARE, AND TRAIN ALL ASSIGNED INSTRUCTORS.  THROUGHOUT THIS PERIOD, STAFF SERGEANT SHOPTAW’S EFFORTS HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE SUCCESS OF HIS BATTALION IN BOTH COMBAT AND GARRISON.  STAFF SERGEANT SHOPTAW'S INITIATIVE, PERSEVERANCE, AND TOTAL DEDICATION TO DUTY REFLECTED CREDIT UPON HIM AND UPHELD THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE. 
The MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

COMBAT ENGINEER NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

SERGEANT ZACHARY STANGLE
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE OF DUTY AND HEROIC SERVICE IN CONNECTION WITH COMBAT OPERATIONS WHILE SERVING AS COMBAT ENGINEER, 2D AND 3D PLATOONS, CHARLIE COMPANY, 1ST COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION, 1ST MARINE DIVISION. IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM, CORPORAL STANGLE WAS AWARDED THE BRONZE STAR WITH COMBAT DISTINQUISHING DEVICE FROM TWO HEROIC ACTIONS WHILE IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF COMPANY I, 3D BATTALION, 5TH MARINES. CORPORAL STANGLE WAS OPERATING AS THE LEAD SWEEPER WHEN HIS PATROL CAME UNDER FIRE FROM AN ENEMY OCCUPIED COMPOUND 100 METERS TO THE WEST. AS HE WAS RETURNING FIRE AND SUPPRESSING THE ENEMY, CORPORAL STANGLE WAS STRUCK BY BULLET FRAGMENTATION, AND THE MARINE TO HIS RIGHT WAS WOUNDED BY ROUNDS TO THE LEGS. HE THEN FURTHER EXPOSED HIMSELF WHILE SUPPRESSING THE ENEMY TO ALLOW THE CASUALTY EVACUATION TEAM TO PULL THE INJURED MARINE INTO AN ADJACENT COMPOUND. REFUSING MEDICAL TREATMENT, HE CONTINUED TO ENGAGE THE ENEMY. ON A SECOND INSTANCE, WHILE ON A RECONNAISSANCE-BY-FORCE PATROL, HE OPERATED AS THE LEAD SWEEPER WHILE PARTNERED WITH AN AFGHAN NATIONAL ARMY PATROL. DURING THE PATROL, THEY WERE AMBUSHED BY THE ENEMY, RECEIVING HEAVY VOLLEYS OF ENEMY MACHINEGUN FIRE. CANALIZED BY A BELT OF IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE DEVICES, HE FACILITATED THE OCCUPATION OF SUPPORT-BY-FIRE POSITIONS ENABLING THE PATROL TO REPEL THE ENEMY’S AMBUSH. ON MANY OCCASIONS, HE EXPOSED HIMSELF TO ENEMY FIRE ESTABLISHING A BASE OF FIRE FOR THE PATROL, WHILE ENSURING THEY HAD MOBILITY THROUGHOUT THE BATTLEFIELD. HIS LEADERSHIP HAS BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEW MARINES TO CHARLIE COMPANY AND HE IS THE FRONT RUNNER OF HIS PEERS. HIS HEROIC ACTIONS AND HIS CONTINUED DEVOTION TO DUTY ARE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.
The MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

COMBAT ENGINEER MARINE OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

LANCE CORPORAL ALEXANDER MICCICHE
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE WHILE SERVING AS COMBAT ENGINEER, 2D PLATOON, COMPANY A, 2D COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION, FROM 1 APRIL 2011 TO 31 MARCH 2012 IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM. WHILE OPERATING IN SANGIN, LANCE CORPORAL MICCICHE CONDUCTED DISMOUNTED ROUTE CLEARANCE WHILE UNDER FIRE ON FIVE OCCASIONS AND WAS INVOLVED IN 50 ENEMY ENGAGEMENTS. HE DETECTED ELEVEN IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE DEVICES, EIGHT WEAPONS CACHES, AND EMPLOYED 300 POUNDS OF EXPLOSIVES. ON 30 JUNE, HE ENGAGED THE ENEMY AT CLOSE RANGE WHILE ROUNDS IMPACTED JUST INCHES FROM HIS POSITION, SINGLEHANDEDLY DISRUPTING AN ENEMY AMBUSH. WITH DISREGARD FOR HIS OWN SAFETY, HE QUICKLY INITIATED MEDICAL AID TO A WOUNDED MARINE AND AFGHANISTAN NATIONAL ARMY SOLDIER. LANCE CORPORAL MICCICHE THEN CLEARED A LANDING ZONE WHILE STILL UNDER FIRE. HIS ACTIONS UNDOUBTEDLY PREVENTED THE DEATH AND SERIOUS INJURY TO MEMBERS OF HIS SQUAD AND RESULTED IN ONE ENEMY KILLED IN ACTION, AND HE ALSO FACILITATED THE EVACUATION OF TWO CASUALTIES. HE SERVED AS AN AGGRESSIVE LEADER AND A RESPONSIBLE ROLE MODEL IN EVERY ASPECT OF HIS SERVICE, BOTH IN COMBAT AND IN GARRISON. HIS ABILITY TO EARN THE RESPECT AND TRUST OF HIS PEERS, LEADERS, AND SUBORDINATES ALIKE MADE HIM AN INVALUABLE ASSET TO EVERYONE HE WORKED WITH. LANCE CORPORAL MICCICHE’S INITIATIVE, PERSEVERANCE, AND TOTAL DEDICATION TO DUTY REFLECTED CREDIT UPON HIM AND WERE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.

The MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE
ENGINEER EQUIPMENT OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 3 JUSTIN YOUNG
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE OF HIS DUTIES WHILE SERVING AS PLATOON COMMANDER, SECOND PLATOON, ENGINEER COMPANY, COMBAT LOGISTICS BATTALION 6, 2D MARINE LOGISTICS GROUP (FORWARD), II MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE (FORWARD) FROM JULY 2011 TO DECEMBER 2011 IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 11.2.  DURING THIS PERIOD CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 3 YOUNG PERFORMED HIS DUTIES IN A HIGHLY PROFESSIONAL MANNER.  HIS STEADY HAND OF LEADERSHIP, TREMENDOUS VERSATILITY, AND SUPERIOR MILITARY OCCUPATION SPECIALTY PROFICIENCY WERE INSTRUMENTAL TO THE SUCCESS OF ALL ENGINEERING MISSIONS CONDUCTED BY COMBAT LOGISTICS BATTALION 6 IN SUPPORT OF REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM 8.  HE LED HIS COMBAT ENGINEER PLATOON IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF 4 PATROL BASE SURVIVABILITY BUILDS, 3 PATROL BASE DELIBERATE BUILDS AND A PATROL BASE EXPANSION FOR MORE THAN 600 INFANTRY MARINES ENGAGED IN COUNTERINSURGENCY OPERATIONS IN THE UPPER SANGIN VALLEY.  OPERATING IN A HIGHLY KINETIC ENVIRONMENT, HE PLANNED AND SUPERVISED THE EXECUTION OF MORE THAN 6,500 CONSTRUCTION MAN HOURS, 730 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATING HOURS AND NUMEROUS COMBAT LOGISTICS PATROLS WITH NO CASUALTIES OR INTERRUPTIONS TO ENGINEER OPERATIONS.  HIS EFFORTS DIRECTLY HELPED TO OPEN A MAJOR ROUTE USED FOR COMBAT LOGISTICS PATROLS ALONG A STRATEGICALLY IMPORTANT LINE OF COMMUNICATION.  DURING A SIGNIFICANT ENEMY ACTIVITY AT A FORWARD OPERATING BASE, HE COURAGEOUSLY LED A SUCCESSFUL OPERATION TO RECOVER AN M870 TRAILER AND A MEDIUM CRAWLER TRACTOR WITHOUT REGARD FOR HIS PERSONAL SAFETY.  HIS EFFORTS RESULTED IN HIS PLATOON COMPLETING EVERY MISSION AHEAD OF SCHEDULE, SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCING REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM 8’S ABILITY TO SUCCESSFULLY SECURE KEY TERRAIN AND STRATEGIC ROUTES.  CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER YOUNG’S INITIATIVE, PERSEVERANCE AND TOTAL DEDICATION TO DUTY REFLECTED CREDIT UPON HIM AND UPHELD THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.

The MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING the

ENGINEER EQUIPMENT STAFF NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER

OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

GUNNERY SERGEANT ARCHIE BRIDGES, JR
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE WHILE SERVING AS ENGINEER EQUIPMENT PLATOON STAFF NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER IN CHARGE, 7TH ENGINEER SUPPORT BATTALION FROM 1 APRIL 2011 THROUGH 31 MARCH 2012.  GUNNERY SERGEANT BRIDGES’ EXTRAORDINARY EXECUTION OF ENGINEER OPERATIONS AND LIMITLESS ENERGY WHILE OPERATING IN COMBAT ENVIRONMENTS ENSURED THE TIMELY AND EFFECTIVE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE BATTALION’S HORIZONTAL CONSTRUCTION MISSIONS.  DEMONSTRATING A TIRELESS WORK ETHIC, GUNNERY SERGEANT BRIDGES DIRECTLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE COMPLETION OF OVER 50,000 METERS OF ROAD IN THE MUSA QAL’EH AND LASHKAR GAH DISTRICTS OF HELMAND PROVINCE, RESULTING IN INCREASED COALITION FORCE FREEDOM OF MANEUVER AND IMPROVED LOCAL NATIONAL COMMERCE.  AS THE MISSION COMMANDER FOR THREE ANTITERRORISM FORCE PROTECTION MISSIONS IN SANGIN UNDER CONSTANT THREAT OF ENEMY ATTACK, GUNNERY SERGEANT BRIDGES CONSTRUCTED OVER 2,000 METERS OF PROTECTIVE PERIMETER BERMS, 24 GUARD TOWERS, THREE LANDING ZONES, EIGHT INDIRECT FIRE BUNKERS, AND TWO ENTRY CONTROL POINTS.  HIS OUTSTANDING CONSTRUCTION OF THESE BASES ENSURED THE SUSTAINABILITY AND FORCE PROTECTION OF INCREASED PERSONNEL REQUIRED TO CONDUCT CLEARING OPERATIONS ALONG ROUTE 611.  WHILE OPERATING AT AUSTERE FORWARD POSITIONS GUNNERY SERGEANT BRIDGES DISPLAYED FINELY HONED ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS BY EXPERTLY PLANNING AND SUPERVISING SUBORDINATE BRIDGING AND ROAD CONSTRUCTION MISSIONS THROUGHOUT HELMAND PROVINCE.  GUNNERY SERGEANT BRIDGES CONSISTENTLY DEMONSTRATED SUPERIOR TECHNICAL EXPERTISE, AN UNWAVERING WORK ETHIC, OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP ABILITY, AND GENUINE INTEREST IN THE PERFORMANCE AND WELLBEING OF HIS MARINES. HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO COUNTERINSURGENCY OPERATIONS ACROSS HELMAND PROVINCE HAVE RESULTED IN SIGNIFICANT GAINS IN FIVE DISTINCT REGIONS FOR SEVEN SUPPORTED UNITS. GUNNERY SERGEANT BRIDGES’ PROFESSIONAL ABILITY, STEADFAST INITIATIVE, AND SELFLESS DEDICATION TO DUTY REFLECTED CREDIT UPON HIM AND WERE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.

The MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE
ENGINEER EQUIPMENT NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

 SERGEANT RANDALL MILLER
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE OF DUTY WHILE SERVING AS HEAVY EQUIPMENT QUALITY CONTROL INSPECTOR, DISPATCHER, AND LICENSING NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICER, HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS PLATOON, ENGINEER SUPPORT COMPANY, 3D COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION, 1ST MARINE DIVISION FROM 1 APRIL 2011 TO 31 MARCH 2012.  DURING THIS PERIOD SERGEANT MILLER’S EXPERIENCE, LEADERSHIP AND DISCIPLINE HELPED LEAD THE PLATOON THOUGH MULTIPLE TRAINING PROJECTS IN SUPPORT OF PREDEPLOYMENT TRAINING AND COMBAT OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM.  AS THE BATTALION TRAINED AT ENHANCED MOJAVE VIPER, SERGEANT MILLER WAS A KEY LEADER IN THE MULTIPLE HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS CREATING TRAINING SCENARIOS FOR THE BATTALION AND FUTURE UNITS.  HIS INSTRUCTION ON HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS, LICENSING, AND PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE WAS CRITICAL IN THE MENTORING OF JUNIOR MARINES FOR THEIR FIRST DEPLOYMENT TO AFGHANISTAN.  WHILE IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM, SERGEANT MILLER AIDED IN THE DESTRUCTION OF A LAND BRIDGE AND SUBSEQUENT EMPLACEMENT OF A FASCINE BRIDGE, ALLOWING COALITION FORCES FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT IN AN AREA ONCE CONTROLLED BY INSURGENTS.  WHILE PROVIDING GENERAL SUPPORT TO 2ND BATTALION, 4TH MARINES SERGEANT MILLER WAS REQUESTED BY NAME TO CONSTRUCT THE SURVIVABILITY POSITION FOR THE BATTALION FORWARD; PROVIDE MOBILITY SUPPORT BY CREATING TWO KILOMETERS OF ROAD; AND IMPROVING A WADI SYSTEM FOR TRAFICABILITY.  OFTEN WORKING UNDER SMALL ARMS OR ROCKET PROPELLED GRENADE FIRE, SERGEANT MILLER’S FLEXIBILITY AND COURAGE WERE INDISPENSIBLE TO THE BATTLESPACE OWNER IN COMBAT OPERATIONS AGAINST ENEMY FORCES.  SERGEANT MILLER’S INITIATIVE, STRONG WORK ETHIC, AND DEVOTION TO DUTY REFLECTED GREAT CREDIT UPON HIMSELF AND ARE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.

THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

ENGINEER EQUIPMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

LANCE CORPORAL RYAN BARTON
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES WHILE SERVING AS AN ENGINEER EQUIPMENT OPERATOR, ENGINEER COMPANY, COMBAT LOGISTICS BATTALION 6, 2D MARINE LOGISTICS GROUP FROM 15 MARCH 2011 THROUGH 28 JANUARY 2012.  DURING THIS PERIOD, LANCE CORPORAL BARTON DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF AS AN EXCEPTIONAL ENGINEER EQUIPMENT OPERATOR WITH LEADERSHIP AND PROFICIENCY WELL ABOVE HIS PEERS.  HIS PROFICIENCY WAS CRITICAL TO HIS PLATOON DURING COMBAT OPERATIONS WHERE PROJECT DELAYS MEANT EXPOSURE TO ENEMY FIRE.  DURING SUPPORT FOR OPERATION DESERT TORTOISE HIS SQUAD LEADER RELIED HEAVILY ON HIM FOR PRODUCTION OF PERIMETER BERMS FOR PROTECTION FROM COMPOUNDS WITH 100 METERS OF FRIENDLY FORCES.  WHILE SUPPORTING OPERATION EASTERN STORM HIS PROFICIENCY ON AN MCT WAS AGAIN CRITICAL TO CLEARING AND BERMING OPERATIONS THAT PREPARED DEFENSIVE POSITIONS FOR HIS PLATOON AND PROVIDED DIRECT FIRE PROTECTION FOR SUPPORTED INFANTRY UNITS.  DURING THE DEPLOYMENT IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM HE HELD HIMSELF AND HIS MARINES TO A HIGH STANDARD OF PROFICIENCY AND CONDUCT BOTH WHILE OPERATING AND WHILE MAINTAINING HEAVY EQUIPMENT.  OVER THE SEVEN MONTHS HE DRAMATICALLY IMPROVED THE PROFICIENCY OF HIS HEAVY EQUIPMENT SECTION BY ACTIVELY SEEKING OPPORTUNITIES TO PASS ALONG HIS KNOWLEDGE TO HIS PEERS AS WELL AS HIS SUPERIORS.  LANCE CORPORAL BARTON WAS A TREMENDOUS ASSET TO HIS PLATOON DURING THE DEPLOYMENT AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE AN ASSET TO HIS RESERVE UNIT.  HE GAINED A WEALTH OF PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE DURING CONDUCT OF COMBAT OPERATIONS AND THAT COUPLED WITH HIS EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS WILL CONTINUE TO BENEFIT THE MARINE CORPS FOR YEARS TO COME.  LANCE CORPORAL BARTON’S INITIATIVE, PERSEVERANCE, AND TOTAL DEDICATION TO DUTY REFLECTED CREDIT UPON HIMSELF AND WERE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.

THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

UTILITIES OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 3 CHRISTIAN GONZALES
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE WHILE SERVING AS UTILITIES PLATOON COMMANDER AND DIVISION UTILITIES OFFICER, 1ST COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION, 1ST MARINE DIVISION FROM 1 APRIL 2011 TO 30 MARCH 2012. DURING THIS PERIOD, CWO3 GONZALES PROVIDED BOLD, VISIONARY LEADERSHIP WHICH DIRECTLY AFFECTED THE SUCCESSFUL EXECUTION OF THE DIVISION UTILITIES MISSION. IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM, HE PROVIDED FLAWLESS MANAGEMENT, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND MAINTENANCE FOR HUNDREDS OF PIECES OF EXPEDITIONARY POWER EQUIPMENT AT SCORES OF OUTPOSTS AND BASES ACROSS THE MEF AREA OF OPERATIONS. SUPPORTING THE MARINE CORPS MISSION OF REDUCING RESOURCE CONSUMPTION ACROSS THE TOTAL FORCE, CWO3 GONZALES HAS BEEN A TIRELESS ADVOCATE AND SUPPORTER OF NEXT-GENERATION, RENEWABLE ENERGY SOLUTIONS FOR THE MAGTF. DUE DIRECTLY TO HIS EFFORTS AND EXPERTISE, THE DIVISION’S EXPEDITIONARY POWER GENERATION SYSTEMS HAVE TAKEN A CRUCIAL STEP TOWARD A FLEXIBLE, SELF-SUSTAINING FUTURE THAT PUTS LEADING EDGE UTILITIES TECHNOLOGY IN THE HANDS OF THE WARFIGHTER. THE QUINTESSENTIAL DUTY EXPERT IN HIS FIELD, CWO3 GONZALES’ LEADERSHIP HAS MADE HIS PLATOON THE MOST OPERATIONALLY CAPABLE, CROSS-TRAINED, COMBAT PREPARED UTILITIES UNIT IN THE OPERATING FORCES, WHILE ENABLING THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION TO CONTINUALLY SUCCEED ABOVE AND BEYOND IN THE EXECUTION OF ITS EXPEDITIONARY UTILITIES MISSION. CWO3 GONZALES’ ENTHUSIASM, PROFESSIONALISM, AND UNWAVERING DEVOTION TO DUTY REFLECTED CREDIT UPON HIM AND WERE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.

THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

UTILITIES STAFF NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

GUNNERY SERGEANT WYATT ROBERTSON
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE WHILE SERVING AS UTILITIES CHIEF, 7TH ENGINEER SUPPORT BATTALION FROM 1 APRIL 2011 THROUGH 31 MARCH 2012.  GUNNERY SERGEANT ROBERTSON’S EXTRAORDINARY EXECUTION OF ENGINEER OPERATIONS AND LIMITLESS ENERGY WHILE OPERATING IN A COMBAT ENVIRONMENT ENSURED THE TIMELY AND EFFECTIVE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE BATTALION’S UTILITIES MISSIONS.  THROUGH CONSTANT MONITORING OF SITUATION REPORTS AND DAILY COMMUNICATION WITH TEAM LEADERS AT FORWARD SITES HE WAS DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SUCCESS OF 15 SEPARATE TACTICAL UTILITIES SITES PROVIDING ESSENTIAL WATER AND ELECTRICAL SUPPORT TO GROUND COMBAT ELEMENTS THROUGHOUT HELMAND PROVINCE.  HIS EFFORTS ENABLED UTILITIES PERSONNEL TO PROVIDE SUSTAINED LIFE SUPPORT SERVICES TO COALITION FORCE GROUND UNITS IN THE FORM OF 8,000,000 GALLONS OF POTABLE WATER PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION OF 7,600,000 GALLONS OF POTABLE WATER, PROVIDING 90,000 SHOWERS, LAUNDER OF 250,000 POUNDS OF LAUNDRY, AND SUSTAINMENT OF MONTHLY HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR CONDITION, AND POWER GENERATION REQUIREMENTS IN EXCESS 2,500,000 BRITISH THERMAL UNITS AND 4,000 KILOWATTS OF ELECTRICAL POWER. WHILE METICULOUSLY SUPERVISING ALL UTILITIES OPERATIONS, GUNNERY SERGEANT ROBERTSON LED THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE KAJAKI WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM BY EMPLACING A WELL PUMP, WATER PURIFICATION SYSTEM, TRANSFER PUMP, AND 6,500 FEET OF PIPING TO SUPPLY POTABLE WATER FROM THE WATER POINT TO THE OBSERVATION POSTS. GUNNERY SERGEANT ROBERTSON’S TIRELESS EFFORTS INCREASED QUALITY OF LIFE AND PROVIDED SUSTAINED LIFE SUPPORT TO COALITION FORCES ACROSS HELMAND PROVINCE. GUNNERY SERGEANT ROBERTSON’S PROFESSIONAL ABILITY, STEADFAST INITIATIVE, AND SELFLESS DEDICATION TO DUTY REFLECTED GREAT CREDIT UPON HIM AND WERE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.
THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

UTILITIES NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

SERGEANT JONATHAN BARRIGA
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

 OUTSTANDING MERITORIOUS SERVICE WHILE SERVING AS THE UTILITIES MAINTENANCE CHIEF AND PLATOON SERGEANT, ENGINEER SUPPORT COMPANY, 2D COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION, 2D MARINE DIVISION, II MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE (FORWARD) AFGHANISTAN, FROM APRIL 2011 TO MARCH 2012. WHILE IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM, SERGEANT BARRIGA DISPLAYED SOUND LEADERSHIP AND UNEQUAL TECHNICAL PROFICIENCY IN SUPPORT OF TASK FORCE LEATHERNECK IN THE NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN HELMAND PROVINCE.  SHORTLY AFTER HIS ARRIVAL, SERGEANT BARRIGA TOURED THE BATTLE SPACE TO PROVIDE HIS MECHANICAL EXPERTISE, ULTIMATELY RESTORING CAPABILITY AT MULTIPLE PATROL BASES AND FORWARD OPERATING BASES.  SERGEANT BARRIGA’S PERFORMANCE HAS BEEN EXEMPLARY IN EVERY REGARD.  HE HAS FILLED AN INTRICATE AND CENTRAL ROLE IN PROVIDING AND MAINTAINING TACTICAL ELECTRIC POWER FOR THE CRITICAL LIFE SUPPORT AND COMMAND AND CONTROL FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION’S SUBORDINATE UNITS.  SERGEANT BARRIGA IS WELL-ROUNDED, PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY TOUGH, AND EXTRAORDINARILY ENERGETIC.  HIS EFFORTS THROUGHOUT THE DEPLOYMENT AND ON BOARD CAMP LEJEUNE HAVE DIRECTLY AND SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTED NOT ONLY HIS COMPANY, BUT 2D COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION AS A WHOLE.  THE HALLMARK ACHIEVEMENTS OF SERGEANT BARRIGA REFLECTED GREAT CREDIT UPON HIM AND UPHELD THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.
THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

UTILITIES MARINE OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

CORPORAL KERRY-ANN GOODEN
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE OF DUTY WHILE SERVING AS RECORDS CLERK, PUBLICATIONS NCO AND ELECTRICIAN FOR ENGINEER PLATOON, SERVICE COMPANY, 9TH COMMUNICATION BATTALION, 1ST MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE HEADQUARTERS GROUP, 1ST MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE, FROM APRIL 2011 TO MARCH 2012.  CORPORAL GOODEN HELPED SUPERVISE THE SET UP, OPERATIONS, AND TEAR DOWN OF TWO BATTALION FIELD EXERCISES, WHICH INCLUDED 19 SEPARATE POWER GRIDS PROVIDING 336 HOURS OF SUPPORT.  UTILIZING INGENUITY AND FORWARD THINKING, CORPORAL GOODEN IMPROVED AN ELECTRONIC TRACKING SYSTEM FOR 332 PRINCIPLE END ITEMS, WHICH PROVIDES A PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE SCHEDULING TOOL AND COMPLETION RATE STATUS.  CORPORAL GOODEN METICULOUSLY MAINTAINED 548 EQUIPMENT RECORD JACKETS, PERFORMING WEEKLY AUDITS AND UPDATING THE ALL APPLICABLE REPORTS.  SERVING AS THE PUBLICATIONS NCO, SHE MAINTAINED ALL APPLICABLE PUBLICATIONS FOR 46 DIFFERENT TYPES OF EQUIPMENT AND RECEIVED A SCORE OF 98 PERCENT DURING A FIELD SUPPLY MAINTENANCE ANALYSIS OFFICE INSPECTION.  DEPLOYED TO AFGHANISTAN AS AN ELECTRICIAN, CORPORAL GOODEN HAS UPGRADED THREE CRITICAL POWER GRIDS THAT SUPPORT THE COMMUNICATION NETWORK ABOARD CAMP LEATHERNECK.  CONTINUING TO HOLD ADDITIONAL KEY BILLETS WHILE DEPLOYED, CORPORAL GOODEN HAS SPENT NUMEROUS HOURS RESEARCHING PARTS REQUISITIONS, HAS PROCESSED 43 EQUIPMENT REPAIR ORDERS, AND HAS TASKED AND DOCUMENTED OVER 113 HOURS OF CRITICAL MAINTENANCE.  CORPORAL GOODENS’S INITIATIVE, STRONG WORK ETHIC AND DEVOTION TO DUTY REFLECTED GREAT CREDIT UPON HERSELF AND ARE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.
THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

BULK FUEL OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 3 RICHARD CORDES
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE OF DUTY WHILE SERVING AS THE COMPANY COMMANDER, BULK FUEL COMPANY, 7TH ENGINEER SUPPORT BATTALION, COMBAT LOGISTICS REGIMENT 1, 1ST MARINE LOGISTICS GROUP, I MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE FROM 1 APRIL 2011 TO 31 MARCH 2012.   CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 3 CORDES HAS IMPECCABLY LED BULK FUEL COMPANY THROUGH OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 11.1 AND WAS CRITICAL TO THE SUCCESS OF THE BATTALION AND ALL SUPPORTED UNITS WITHIN REGION COMMAND SOUTHWEST.  DURING OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 11.1 THE COMPANY DISPENSED OVER 4,500,000 GALLONS OF PETROLEUM WITHOUT ANY REPORTABLE MISHAPS.  HE DILIGENTLY LED BULK FUEL COMPANY IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF FOUR FUEL SITES, WHICH INCREASED THE FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT THROUGHOUT THE AREA OF OPERATIONS.  IN ADDITION CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 3 CORDES ASSISTED WITH RELIEVING AN ADJACENT UNIT OF TWO SITES.  THESE ACTIONS DOUBLED THE AMOUNT OF FUEL SITES THE BATTALION WAS OPERATING, AND INCREASED COALITION FORCES’ FREEDOM OF MANEUVER WITHIN REGIONAL COMMAND SOUTHWEST.  AS THE SENIOR BULK FUELS OFFICER, CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 3 CORDES’ OPINION WAS OFTEN SOUGHT BY THE MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE STAFF PLANNER IN ORDER TO EFFICIENTLY IMPLEMENT CHANGES TO REFUELING OPERATIONS.  THE VAST EFFECTS OF CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 3 CORDES’ EFFORTS DURING HIS DEPLOYMENT WILL CONTINUE TO BE FELT LONG AFTER HIS DEPARTURE.  THE EXCEPTIONAL PROFESSIONAL ABILITY, STEADFAST INITIATIVE, AND SELFLESS DEDICATION TO DUTY EXHIBITED BY CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 3 CORDES MAKES HIM TRULY DESERVING OF THIS RECOGNITION.  CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 3 CORDES’ STRONG WORK ETHIC AND DEVOTION TO DUTY REFLECTED GREAT CREDIT UPON HIMSELF AND WERE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITION FO THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.  

THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

BULK FUEL STAFF NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

STAFF SERGEANT JOSEPH SIGGINS
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE WHILE SERVING AS OPERATIONS CHIEF, BULK FUEL PLATOON, HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE COMPANY, 9TH ENGINEER SUPPORT BATTALION, FROM 1 APRIL 2011 TO 31 MARCH 2012.  THROUGHOUT THIS PERIOD, STAFF SERGEANT SIGGINS WAS THE CENTERPIECE OF PLATOON OPERATIONS AS THEY MOBILIZED AND EXECUTED THEIR COMBAT DEPLOYMENT TO AFGHANISTAN.  HIS INTRINSIC ABILITY TO MATCH TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES TO THE GAPS IN THE PLATOON’S TECHNICAL AND OPERATIONAL ABILITIES ENSURED THAT HIS MARINES WERE FULLY CAPABLE OF ASSUMING THEIR ASSIGNED MISSION IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 11.2.  HE OVERCAME ENVIRONMENTALLY RESTRICTIVE BARRIERS THROUGH HIS INGENUITY AND CREATIVITY ALLOWING 52 MARINES TO PARTICIPATE IN THREE LIVE FUELING EXERCISES DURING THE PLATOON’S PREDEPLOYMENT WORKUP CYCLE.   DEPLOYING AS A MEMBER OF THE ADVANCE PARTY, HE QUICKLY ESTABLISHED A FOOTHOLD ON BULK FUEL OPERATIONS UNIQUE TO REGIONAL COMMAND SOUTHWEST.  THROUGH DETAILED COORDINATION, 52 BULK FUEL MARINES FLAWLESSLY TRANSITIONED TO 20 FUEL SITES DURING THE RELIEF IN PLACE TO THE EVENTUAL TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY OF ALL GROUND FUEL SITES TO THE BULK FUEL PLATOON.  STAFF SERGEANT SIGGINS’ INGENUITY ALLOWED FOR THE IMMEDIATE TRAINING OF EIGHT ENGINEER AUGMENTS TO FILL MANPOWER SHORTAGES EVIDENT AS A RESULT OF THE EXPANDED BULK FUEL MISSION DUE TO SURGE RECOVERY OPERATIONS.  IN AN EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE INITIAL OPERATING CAPABILITY LEFT BY PREVIOUS UNITS AND TO BUILD EFFICIENCY IN FUEL OPERATIONS, STAFF SERGEANT SIGGINS ORCHESTRATED THE EFFORTS OF OPPORTUNE HEAVY EQUIPMENT AND MOTOR TRANSPORT ASSETS TO CONDUCT FOUR BERM REPAIR MISSIONS ABOARD FOUR FORWARD OPERATING BASES IN THE HELMAND PROVINCE.  THIS RESULTED IN THE SAVINGS OF OVER $56,000 AS WELL AS THE PREVENTION OF MULTIPLE FUEL CONVOYS TRAVELLING IN THE IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE DEVICE LADEN ROADS OF AFGHANISTAN. STAFF SERGEANT SIGGINS IS A VISIONARY AND HAS PIONEERED SIGNIFICANT ADVANCES IN FUEL OPERATIONS THAT HAS ESTABLISHED THE BENCHMARK FOR FUTURE BULK FUEL UNITS TO FOLLOW.  HIS EXPERIENCE, PROFESSIONALISM, UNMATCHED WORK ETHIC AND DEDICATION TO DUTY REFLECTED GREAT CREDIT UPON HIMSELF AND WERE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE. 

THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

BULK FUEL NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

SERGEANT ROBERT HEGMANN
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE WHILE SERVING AS A REGIONAL BULK FUEL SITE MANAGER, BULK FUEL PLATOON, HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE COMPANY, 9TH ENGINEER SUPPORT BATTALION (FORWARD) FROM 1 APRIL 2011 TO 31 MARCH 2012.  THROUGHOUT THIS PERIOD, SERGEANT HEGMANN WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR ESTABLISHING AND EXECUTING AN INNOVATIVE AND AGGRESSIVE PLATOON TRAINING SCHEDULE TO ENSURE 52 MARINES OBTAINED THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF COMBAT READINESS IN PREPARATION FOR DEPLOYMENT TO AFGHANISTAN IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 11.2.  FROM PROVIDING DETAILED INSTRUCTION ON TACTICAL FUEL OPERATIONS DURING PREDEPLOYMENT TRAINING EXERCISES ON OKINAWA TO ORGANIZING THE ARRAY OF SMALL ARMS RANGES AND SPECIALIZED INSTRUCTION IN ORDER TO MEET FORCE GENERATION REQUIREMENTS DURING EXERCISE MOJAVE VIPER 8-11, SERGEANT HEGMANN KEPT HIS FINGER ON THE PULSE OF PLATOON OPERATIONS AND REMAINED VIGILIANT TO ENSURE THAT ALL OF HIS MARINES RECEIVED THE CRUCIAL PREDEPLOYMENT TRAINING REQUISITE FOR DEPLOYMENT TO AFGHANISTAN.  HIS TIRELESS EFFORTS IN PLANNING AND EXECUTING FOUR LARGE-SCALE TRAINING EVENTS DURING THE UNIT’S DEPLOYMENT WORKUP CYCLE GUARANTEED THE PLATOON MAINTAINED THE ABSOLUTE HIGHEST STATE OF COMBAT READINESS.  AS THE SOUTHERN REGIONAL BULK FUEL SITE MANAGER, SERGEANT HEGMANN WAS DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT OVER 1,664,737 GALLONS OF JET PETROLEUM 8 WAS MAINTAINED AND ISSUED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPTIMUM MILITARY SPECIFICATIONS AND THAT THE FUEL FARMS ABOARD FORWARD OPERATING BASE PAYNE, COMBAT OUTPOST KHAN NESHIN CASTLE, COMBAT OUTPOST RANKEL, AND PATROL BASE AMIR WERE IN STRICT ADHERANCE TO ALL REGIONAL COMMAND SOUTHWEST ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS.  HIS DUE DILIGENCE DURING OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 11.2 ALLOWED 1ST LIGHT ARMORED RECONNAISANCE BATTALION, 2D BATTALION, 9TH MARINE REGIMENT, AND 3D BATTALION, 3D MARINE REGIMENT TO SEAMLESSLY CONDUCT OPERATIONS WITHOUT A CONCERN FOR FUEL.  HIS PROVEN COMBAT EXPERIENCE, POLISHED PROFESSIONALISM, UNMATCHED DEDICATION TO DUTY REFLECTED GREAT CREDIT UPON HIMSELF AND WERE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.
THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

BULK FUEL MARINE OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

LANCE CORPORAL NATHANIEL LANGE
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES WHILE SERVING AS A BULK FUEL NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER IN CHARGE, ENGINEER COMPANY, COMBAT LOGISTICS BATTALION 6, 2D MARINE LOGISTICS GROUP FROM 15 MARCH 2011 THROUGH 28 JANUARY 2012.  DURING THIS PERIOD, LANCE CORPORAL LANGE DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF AS AN EXCEPTIONAL BULK FUEL SPECIALIST WITH LEADERSHIP AND PROFICIENCY WELL ABOVE HIS PEERS.  HIS PROFICIENCY WAS CRITICAL TO HIS PLATOON DURING COMBAT OPERATIONS WHERE PROJECT DELAYS MEANT EXPOSURE TO ENEMY FIRE.  WHILE PERFORMING AS THE NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER IN CHARGE OF THE BULK FUEL SITE AT FORWARD OPERATION BASE NOW ZAD, LANCE CORPORAL LANGE SHOWED THAT HE HAD WHAT IT TAKES TO GET THE JOB DONE.  HE ASSISTED 2D BATTALION, 4TH MARINES AT THE FOB IN CONDUCTING MANY REPAIRS TO THE BASE WITH HIS BACK GROUND IN WELDING AND FABRICATING.  LANCE CORPORAL LANGE’S PROFESSIONALISM AND DEDICATION NOT ONLY ALLOWED HIM TO RUN AND MAINTAIN HIS OWN FUEL FARM, BUT ALSO REPAIR, MAINTAIN AND DEMONSTRATE TO 2/4 ON HOW TO USE THEIR OWN FUEL GEAR TO REFUEL THEIR OWN TRUCK WHEN OFF THE BASE.  IF ALL THIS IS NOT ENOUGH FOR ONE MARINE, LANCE CORPORAL LANGE WOULD HELP OUT THE ELECTRICIANS IN REPAIRING, REFUELING, AND MAINTAINING GENERATORS ON THE BASE.  BY DOING SO, THE BASE WAS ABLE TO STAY COMBAT READY AND TO NOT WORRY ABOUT POWER, HEAT OR WATER.   LANCE CORPORAL LANGE WAS A TREMENDOUS ASSET TO HIS SECTION DURING THE DEPLOYMENT AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE AN ASSET TO HIS RESERVE UNIT.  HE GAINED A WEALTH OF PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE DURING CONDUCT OF COMBAT OPERATIONS AND THAT COUPLED WITH HIS EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF BULK FUEL OPERATIONS WILL CONTINUE TO BENEFIT THE MARINE CORPS FOR YEARS TO COME.  LANCE CORPORAL LANGE’S INITIATIVE, PERSEVERANCE, AND TOTAL DEDICATION TO DUTY REFLECTED CREDIT UPON HIMSELF AND WERE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.
THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

WARRANT OFFICER JEFFREY JONES II       

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE OF DUTY WHILE SERVING AS EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL OFFICER IN CHARGE, MARINE WING SUPPORT SQUADRON 371, 3D MARINE AIRCRAFT WING FROM 1 APRIL 2011 TO 31 MARCH 2012. DURING OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 11.2 AND SERVING IN SUPPORT OF 1ST BATTALION, 6TH MARINES, AND RESPONSIBLE FOR FIVE TEAMS SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE MOST KINETIC AREA OF REGIONAL COMMAND (SOUTHWEST), WARRANT OFFICER JONES ACTED WITH TENACITY AS HE CARRIED OUT THE DUTIES OF AN ADVISOR TO THE BATTALION COMMANDER AND A LEADER AND MENTOR TO HIS MARINES.  HE EXHIBITED UNYIELDING DEDICATION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF HIS SUBORDINATES AND THE TRAINING OF HIS SUPPORTED MARINES BY CONDUCTING REALISTIC AND EFFECTIVE TRAINING LANES WHICH EFFECTIVELY PREPARED FOR 158 EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL ACTIONS WITHIN A SEVEN-MONTH PERIOD.  LEADING FROM THE FRONT, HE MADE CONTINUOUS AND FREQUENT SITE VISITS TO OUTLYING LOCATIONS IN ORDER TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL PERSPECTIVE AND ASSESSMENT.  UNCOMPROMISING IN THE ENFORCEMENT OF DISCIPLINE, WARRANT OFFICER JONES SET THE STANDARD FOR PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT, RESOLUTE ENFORCEMENT OF TIMELINES, ORDERS DISSEMINATION, AND PRE-COMBAT CHECKS AND INSPECTIONS.  HIS EXAMPLE SET THE TONE OF EXCELLENCE WITHIN THE BATTALION.  WITH FREQUENT SUPERVISION AND REINFORCEMENT OF BASIC LEADERSHIP PRINCIPLES, HE PERSONALLY ENSURED THAT LEADERS TRAINED THEIR SUBORDINATES TO EXECUTE IN AUTONOMY AND WITH COMMANDER’S INTENT.  WARRANT OFFICER JONES’ INITIATIVE, ENDLESS PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND TOTAL DEDICATION TO DUTY REFLECTED GREAT CREDIT UPON HIM AND WERE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.

THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

SSGT WILLIAM CALLAHAN MEMORIAL EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL TECHNICIAN
 OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

STAFF SERGEANT CHRISTOPHER LUKAS       

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE WHILE SERVING AS EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL TEAM LEADER, EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL COMPANY, 2D MARINE LOGISTICS GROUP (FORWARD), II MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE (FORWARD), IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF 1ST BATTALION, 5TH MARINE REGIMENT FROM APRIL 2011 TO OCTOBER 2011 AND EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL COMPANY, 8TH ENGINEER SUPPORT BATTALION, 2D MARINE LOGISTICS GROUP FROM NOVEMBER 2011 TO MARCH 2012.  THROUGHOUT MULTIPLE COMBAT OPERATIONS, AND OFTEN UNDER DIRECT ENEMY ASSAULT, STAFF SERGEANT LUKAS’ OUTSTANDING COURAGE AND INITIATIVE DIRECTLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE SUCCESS OF OVER 100 COMBAT MISSIONS.  THESE INCLUDED THE RENDERING SAFE AND DESTRUCTION OF 54 IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE DEVICES, THE INTERROGATION, COLLECTION AND DESTRUCTION OF SEVEN ENEMY CACHES, THE EXECUTION OF SIX POST BLAST INVESTIGATIONS, AND THE DISPOSAL OF OVER 4000 POUNDS OF UNEXPLODED ORDNANCE AND CAPTURED ENEMY AMMUNITION.  ON MULTIPLE OCCASIONS, WHILE INVOLVED IN THE CLEARANCE OF EXPLOSIVE THREATS, HE WILLFULLY EXPOSED HIMSELF TO CATASTROPHIC INJURY WHILE CONDUCTING HANDS ON RENDER SAFE PROCEDURES, OFTEN DURING LOW LIGHT CONDITIONS.  STAFF SERGEANT LUKAS WORKED TIRELESSLY THROUGHOUT HIS TOUR TO REMOVE THE THREAT OF EXPLOSIVE DEVICES THROUGHOUT SANGIN DISTRICT, AFGHANISTAN, AN AREA COMMONLY KNOWN FOR BEING SATURATED WITH ENEMY FORCES AND WEAPONS.  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF FOREIGN ORDNANCE, HOMEMADE EXPLOSIVES, AND ENEMY TACTICS, TECHNIQUES, AND PROCEDURES, HELPED TO KEEP HIS TEAM SAFE AS THEY OPERATED IN A NON-PERMISSIVE, HIGHLY KINETIC ENVIRONMENT.  STAFF SERGEANT LUKAS IS PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTINUAL DISRUPTION OF INSURGENT OPERATIONS AS WELL AS SAVING THE LIVES OF COUNTLESS INDIVIDUALS.  BY HIS EXTRAORDINARY GUIDANCE, ZEALOUS INITIATIVE, AND TOTAL DEDICATION TO DUTY, STAFF SERGEANT LUKAS REFLECTED CREDIT UPON HIMSELF AND UPHELD THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.
THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

2D COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR SUPERIOR ACHIEVEMENT IN ENGINEERING OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF 2D MARINE DIVISION AND 2D MARINE DIVISION (FORWARD) FROM 1 APRIL 2011 TO 30 MARCH 2012 AND DURING COMBAT OPERATIONS FROM 5 APRIL 2011 TO 27 OCTOBER 2011 IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM. DURING THIS PERIOD, 2D COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION PROVIDED SUPERB CLOSE COMBAT ENGINEER SUPPORT AND COMMAND AND CONTROL OF TWELVE SEPARATE COMBAT ENGINEER AND EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL COMPANIES IN SUPPORT OF BOTH SUSTAINED SECURITY AND KINETIC OPERATIONS, TO INCLUDE 30 NAMED OPERATIONS THROUGHOUT THE TASK FORCE LEATHERNECK AREA OF OPERATIONS. 2D COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION WAS ALSO RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF NEARLY 50 PATROL BASES AND COMBAT OUTPOSTS, THE EXECUTION OF 300 UTILITIES INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE MISSIONS, THE CONVOY OF NEARLY 13 MILLION SHORT TONS OF ENGINEER EQUIPMENT AND CLASS IV CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS ACROSS THE BATTLE SPACE, THE SEIZURE OF THOUSANDS OF PIECES OF ENEMY AMMUNITION AND ORDNANCE, AND THE EXPLOSIVE REDUCTION OF HUNDREDS OF EXPLOSIVE HAZARDS. 2D COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION WAS ALSO RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SOURCING OR DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT OF SEVERAL GROUNDBREAKING PIECES OF GEAR AND EQUIPMENT TO INCLUDE THE HUSKY MINE SCRAPES, “MCGYVER” MINE RAKE, MINE ROLLER RAKE, AND COLLAPSIBLE SICKLE STICKS. THE POSITIVE IMPACT OF 2D COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION THROUGHOUT THIS PERIOD REFLECTED GREAT CREDIT UPON THEMSELVES, THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.
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THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE


                    ENGINEER SUPPORT BATTALION OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

9TH ENGINEER SUPPORT BATTALION
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE AND MERITORIOUS SERVICE WHILE PROVIDING UNMATCHED GENERAL ENGINEER SUPPORT TO I, II AND III MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCES FROM 1 APRIL 2011 TO 31 MARCH 2012. DURING THIS PERIOD, 9TH ENGINEER SUPPORT BATTALION PROVIDED HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO THREE DIFFERENT OPERATIONS IN TWO SEPARATE COUNTRIES DUE TO THE DEVASTATION BROUGHT ON FROM AN EARTHQUAKE, A TSUNAMI AND FLOODS. THE BATTALION ALSO PROVIDED FORCES TO FIVE SEPARATE THEATER SECURITY COOPERATION EXERCISES IN THE PACIFIC REGION. DURING COMBAT OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF ENDURING FREEDOM 11.2, 9TH ENGINEER SUPPORT BATTALION CONDUCTED MOBILITY, COUNTERMOBILITY, SURVIVABILITY, GENERAL ENGINEERING AND ENGINEER RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS ENCOMPASSING THE ENTIRE SPECTRUM OF ENGINEERING. IN SUPPORT OF MOBILITY, THEY CONSTRUCTED AND EMPLACED SIX MILITARY LOAD CLASS 70 NON-STANDARD BRIDGES, REPAIRED 55,920 METERS OF ROAD, AND EMPLACED 95 CULVERTS ON SEVEN NAMED ROUTES. IN SUPPORT OF COUNTERMOBILITY, THEY REMOVED TWO RAPIDLY EMPLACED BRIDGES AND FOUR MEDIUM GIRDER BRIDGES. IN SUPPORT OF SURVIVABILITY, THEY CONSTRUCTED TWO PATROL BASES AND INCREASED THE FORCE PROTECTION OF 10 COMBAT OUTPOSTS. IN SUPPORT OF GENERAL ENGINEERING, THEY DEMILITARIZED FOUR PATROL BASES, PROVIDED HYGIENE SERVICES TO 12 DIFFERENT INFANTRY BATTALIONS, AND STORED 9,960,474 AND DISPENSED 6,398,484 GALLONS OF JET PETROLEUM-8. IN SUPPORT OF ENGINEER RECONNAISSANCE, THEY CONDUCTED OVER 20 MISSIONS FOR BRIDGING, ROUTE CONSTRUCTION, FORDING, AND TRAFFICABILITY. THE BATTALION PROVIDED MOBILITY AND FORCE PROTECTION EFFORTS IN SUPPORT OF A HIGHLY KINETIC SPECIAL OPERATIONS TASK FORCE (WEST) MISSION. THE BATTALION SUPPORTED ALL OF THIS WHILE MAINTAINING AN EQUIPMENT READINESS RATE THAT AVERAGED 96 PERCENT. BY THEIR NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS, PROFESSIONALISM AND DEDICATION TO DUTY, THE MARINES AND SAILORS OF 9TH ENGINEER SUPPORT BATTALION PROVIDED OUTSTANDING GENERAL ENGINEERING SUPPORT ACROSS REGIONAL COMMAND (SOUTHWEST) AS WELL AS ALL THREE MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCES. THEIR OUTSTANDING ENGINEERING SUPPORT AND THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS REFLECTED GREAT CREDIT UPON THEMSELVES AND UPHELD THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.”
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THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE

MARINE WING SUPPORT SQUADRON, ENGINEER COMPANY

 OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

MARINE WING SUPPORT SQUADRON 272
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

THE ENGINEER OPERATIONS COMPANY OF MARINE WING SUPPORT SQUADRON (MWSS) 272 SET THE STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE WHILE EXECUTING AVIATION GROUND SUPPORT (AGS) MISSIONS AND GENERAL ENGINEERING MISSIONS IN AFGHANISTAN AND IN GARRISON FROM 1 APRIL 2011 TO 31 MARCH 2012. DURING MWSS 272’S DEPLOYMENT TO AFGHANISTAN IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 11.1, ENGINEER OPERATIONS COMPANY PROVIDED AN UNPARALLELED LEVEL OF AVIATION GROUND SUPPORT ON FIVE BASES. OVER THE SIX MONTH DEPLOYMENT FROM MARCH TO OCTOBER 2011, ENGINEER OPERATIONS COMPANY MOVED OVER 548,630 LOOSE CUBIC YARDS OF EARTH, PROVIDED OVER 66,457 HOURS OF ELECTRICAL PRODUCTION, AND PRODUCED OVER 1,295,900 GALLONS OF PURIFIED DRINKING WATER. THE COMPANY COMPLETED OVER 11 ENGINEERING PROJECTS TO INCLUDE THE GROUND WORK FOR AN 832,500 SQUARE FOOT LIFE SUPPORT AREA, CONSTRUCTION OF A 1,120 FOOT UNMANNED AERIAL VEHICLE RUNWAY, CREATION OF A FORWARD ARMING AND REFUELING POINT AT COMBAT OUTPOST OUELLETE, AND CONSTRUCTION OF A 120 FOOT BY 32 FOOT SOUTH WEST ASIA HUT AT CAMP DWYER. FROM NOVEMBER 2011 TO MARCH 2012 ENGINEER OPERATIONS COMPANY PROVIDED AGS ABOARD MARINE CORPS AIR STATION NEW RIVER, COMPLETING THREE TROOP TRAINING PROJECTS INCLUDING THE GRADING OF AN IMPROVED BASE ROAD, THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 12 FOOT BY 14 FOOT OFFICE SPACE AT THE BASE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND THE POURING OF TWO SIDEWALKS ON CAMP GEIGER. IT IS DUE TO THE LEADERSHIP, INNOVATION AND DETERMINATION OF THE MARINES THAT THE COMPANY’S HIGH OPERATIONAL TEMPO WAS POSSIBLE. THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THESE ENGINEERS GREATLY INCREASED THE FLEXIBILITY AND COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS OF 2D MARINE AIRCRAFT WING’S OPERATIONS. THE SIGNIFICANT IMPACT OF MWSS 272’S ENGINEER OPERATIONS COMPANY REFLECTED CREDIT UPON THE COMPANY, THE MARINE CORPS, AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.
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THE MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE
OUTSTANDING NAVAL CONSTRUCTION FORCE UNIT OF THE YEAR AWARD TO

NAVAL MOBILE CONSTRUCTION BATTALION FOUR
FOR SERVICE SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING:

FOR EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE AND MERITORIOUS SERVICE IN PROVIDING SUPERLATIVE CONTINGENCY ENGINEER SUPPORT TO II MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE (FORWARD) FROM 31 MAY 2011 TO 15 FEBRUARY 2012.  U.S. NAVAL MOBILE CONSTRUCTION BATTALION FOUR DEPLOYED TO SUPPORT II MEF (FWD) OPERATIONS IN HELMAND PROVINCE, AFGHANISTAN.  WITHOUT MISSING A BEAT, SEABEES BEGAN PROVIDING MOBILITY, COUNTER MOBILITY, AND GENERAL ENGINEERING SUPPORT FOR TOP ENGINEER PRIORITIES SUCH AS FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT, SUSTAINING FORWARD OPERATING BASES, AND PREPARING FOR FORCE DRAWDOWN.  USING AN AGGRESSIVE APPROACH AND “CAN DO” SPIRIT, NMCB FOUR ROUTINELY OVERCAME ENEMY ACTIVITY AND LOGISTICAL ISSUES IN COMPLETING 11 ROUTE IMPROVEMENTS TOTALING 50 KILOMETERS THROUGH SOME OF THE MOST RUGGED AND HOSTILE TERRAIN.  ADDITIONALLY, THEIR TIRELESS EFFORTS MADE A LASTING IMPACT DURING CONSTRUCTION OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL’S #1 CONSTRUCTION PRIORITY, THE MUSA QAL’EH LOW WATER CROSSING, TO PROVIDE A VITAL LINK TO THE PROVINCIAL CAPITAL, SPUR COMMERCE, AND ENHANCE GOVERNANCE.  NMCB FOUR’S CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT  AND TECHNOLOGY TRAINING WITH REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM 5 CIVIL AFFAIRS GROUP, AFGHAN NATIONAL SECURITY FORCE ENGINEERS, AND AFGHAN CONTRACTORS ALLOWED OUR PARTNERS TO CONTINUE DEVELOPING CRITICAL SKILLS AND CAPABILITIES.  BY THEIR NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS, IMPECCABLE PROFESSIONALISM AND COMPLETE DEDICATION TO DUTY, THE SEABEES OF U.S. NAVAL MOBILE CONSTRUCTION BATTALION FOUR OVERCAME TREMENDOUS DANGER AND ADVERSITY TO PROVIDE ESSENTIAL CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT TO MARINE CORPS UNITS.  THEIR HALLMARK ACHIEVEMENTS REFLECTED GREAT CREDIT UPON THEMSELVES AND UPHELD THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.
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THE SOCIETY OF AMERICAN MILITARY ENGINEERS
The mission of the Society of American Military Engineers (SAME) IS “to promote and facilitate engineering support for national security by developing and enhancing relationships and competencies among uniformed services, public and private sector engineers and related professionals, and by developing future engineers through outreach and mentoring.”   SAME was founded in 1920 following World War I when the nation realized that it needed all military services and industry to satisfy engineer requirements in major wartime engagements.  SAME has grown over the years to over 30,000 members and over 1,600 member companies that do work with the Department of Defense.
One of the Society’s goals is to recognize the accomplishments of members of the military engineer community.  SAME is proud to sponsor two awards for outstanding performance by Marine Corps engineers and to support the Marine Corps Engineer Association (MCEA) Awards Banquet by paying for the dinner for all awardees and their guest.  The Marine Corps engineers are a vital part of the joint engineer community and have excelled in the recent military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Congratulations to all the award winners, the award nominees, and the individuals who took the time to nominate our warriors for this recognition.  
2012 USMC ENGINEER OFFICER OF THE YEAR

FIRST LIEUTENANT STAFFORD A. BUCHANAN

is commended for
outstanding service while excelling as a leader in training environments, humanitarian missions, and combat operations, from April 2011 to March 2012.  Lieutenant Buchanan led his platoon during Operation TOMODACHI in Japan as part of a humanitarian effort in response to the earthquake and tsunami disaster.  Upon return, he served as Officer in Charge of preparing predeployment training, including ranges in demolition, combat marksmanship, and a mechanized breach requiring the reduction of numerous obstacles.  During deployment, Lieutenant Buchanan planned and executed the demilitarization and the expansion of multiple patrol bases into larger company reinforced positions in order to facilitate the consolidation of Marine forces and influx of over 650 Afghan National Security Forces into the region.  He planned, coordinated, and supervised the completion of twenty-one additional projects, as well as serving as Contracting Officer Representative for twelve of the largest and most complex projects. First Lieutenant Buchanan’s professionalism, unmatched work ethic, and dedication to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the Marine Corps.
2012 USMC ENGINEER SENIOR NCO OF THE YEAR

GUNNERY SERGEANT ARCHIE G. BRIDGES, JR.

is commended for
outstanding meritorious service while serving as Engineer Equipment Staff Noncommissioned Officer, 7th Engineer Support Battalion, from 1 April 2011 to 31 March 2012.  Gunnery Sergeant Bridges planned and executed a site survey, and prepared the organization and equipment of thirty Marines and fifteen motor transport and engineer assets.  He oversaw a 150 meter expansion and shaped the area to give additional usable land within the base, and directed the leveling, hydration, and compaction of an improved landing zone capable of landing two MV-22 Ospreys simultaneously.  Gunnery Sergeant Bridges’ expertise and composure under fire throughout these missions resulted in a more defensible patrol base, and ensured the survivability of multiple command and control nodes. The exceptional professional ability, steadfast initiative, and selfless dedication to duty exhibited by Gunnery Sergeant Bridges were in keeping with the highest traditions of the Marine Corps.

"I now know why men who have been to war yearn to reunite. Not to tell stories or look at old pictures. Not to laugh or weep.  Comrades gather because they long to be with the men who once acted at their best; men who suffered and sacrificed, who were stripped of their humanity. I did not pick these men. They were delivered by fate and the military. But I know them in a way I know no other men. I have never given anyone such trust. They were willing to guard something more precious than my life. They would have carried my reputation, the memory of me. It was part of the bargain we all made, the reason we were so willing to die for one another. As long as I have my memory, I will think of them all, every day. I am sure that when I leave this world, my last thought will be of my family and my comrades. … Such good men."

--Author Unknown--

OUR MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOCIATION EXPRESSes OUR genuine APPRECIATION TO THE FOLLOWING CORPORATE MEMBERS, THEIR REPRESENTATIVES and our sponsors FOR THEIR PARTICIPATION AND SUPPORT OF OUR ENGINEER BROTHERHOOD.

CATERPILLAR INC.  DEFENSE & FEDERAL PRODUCTS

ACCOUNT MANAGER: SCOTT TOMBLIN
SPONSOR OF ENGR SPT BN TROPHY

MARINE CORPS BULK FUEL ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT: CWO 4 NATE WILSON, USMC (RET)

SPONSOR OF BULK FUEL INDIVIDUAL AWARD CATEGORY

GENERAL DYNAMICS LAND SYSTEMS-force protection 
representative: tommy pruitt, senior communications director

sponsor of COMBAT ENGR BN TROPHY AND combat engr and eod individual awardS
hntb federal

representative: dave mCmiller

sponsor of MWSS ENGR CO TROPHY
KALMAR RT CENTER

REPRESENTATIVE: dave peacock, EXEC VP, military products and supply
sponsor of engineer equipment individual award category

society of american military engineers

representative: dr. bob wolff, executive director

sponsor of awardee banquet costs

TEREX CORPORATION

REPRESENTATIVE: WILLIAM “NIC” NICHOLSON, MGR, FIELD SERVICE SUPPORT 
SPONSOR OF NAVAL CONSTRUCTION FORCE UNIT AWARD

ingenieur executive search CONSULTING
representative: ms. samantha sferas, FOUNDER/OWNER
PEARSON ENGINEERING

REPRESENTATIVE: john crompton
QUALITY SUPPORT INCORPORATED

REPRESENTATIVE: WAYNE GATEWOOD, JR, FOUNDER/OWNER

science applications internationAL corporation
representative: shane evans, div mgr, expeditionary warfare & logistics
sea box incorporated

representative: jim brennan, jr, president
TACTICAL AND SURVIVAL SPECIALTIES, INCORPORATED

REPRESENTATIVE: TOM LITTLE, MILITARY PGMS AND PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

MCEA would like to extend our sincere gratitude to checkerboard industries for the generous donation of a portion of the cost of the golf shirts being presented to the award RECIPIENTs.

The Rusty Marine

The rusty Marine, born gallant and brave,

To his country, his allegiance was raised.

He served in war to honor and protect,

While in battle, he did not defect.

Through foxholes, trenches, gunfire and hell,

His honor and pride never fell.

For in his heart, his faith was strong,

And yet for home, he did long.

Our great land protects the free,

For this he fought; for you and me.

Now he sits, tired, and worn,

For his youth, he does mourn.

Because it ran so quickly by,

He often thinks, “How time did fly,”

Then he dons his old dress blues,

And in his spirit, a change of hues.

He straightens up and stands with pride,

His great honor, he cannot hide.

Gently then, he begins to weep,

The memories come, pile upon heap.

A single tear falls from his eye,

As he whispers, “Semper Fi”.
Submitted by 1stSgt Bob Canright, USMC (Ret)
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